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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC
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DOCKET NO .

In the Matter of

JOSEPH PORTALE ,

Licensed to Practice Dentistry
in the State of New Jersey

Administrative Action

CONSENT ORDER

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board

Dentistry (''Board'') upon receipt information alieging that in

about the period July 1989 August 1989
, Joseph

Portale, D.D .S., demanded and received from patient Patricia

Sereico, payment the amount approximately $1300.00 for

dental services which ultimately were rendered . Portale

simultaneously submitted insurance claim forms behalf

patient Delta Dental Plan New Jersey , Inc. (De1ta) which

automatically assigns benefits participating dentists. Delta

also paid benefits Portale; reimbursement was made

the patient until after a complaint had been filed with the

Board. The Board acquired further information in regard to this

case at an investigative inquiry attended Portale

September 1990, w/zereby' testified



having terminated any such

agreement late l970's. The Board subsequently received a

copy the ''Participation Agreement'' between Delta and br.
(Portale which was entered in 1980 and remains active to date.

appearing that the partles wish to resolve thi
s matter

without recourse to formal proceedings and fo
r good cause shown;

IT IS ON THIS jG DAY OF 1991
,

HEREBY ORDERED AND AGREED THAT:

The license of the respondent to practice dentistry

the State of New Jersey shall be suspended f
or a period of thirty

days. Said suspension shall be effecti
ve commencing on

first day the month following the entry date this Order
.

Respondent shall comply with conditions and restrictions

suspended licensee as set forth in the document 
attached to this

Order and made a part hereof by reference
.

Respondent shall pay a civil penaity the 
amount

$5,OOO.GO. b
y certified check or

New Jersey and shall bemoney order made payable to the

submitted

State

the Board of Dentïstry within thirty

the entry date thïs Order
.

days

lieu

community service

the civil penalty , respondent may perform

hours

facility

form of dental services

The respondent shall be

permitted commence such commùnity service during day

period of suspension
, and he shall be required to complete

hours of community service imposed by th
e Board herein within

months entry date this Order
.

designated by the Board
.

Said penalty shall be made

a participating member of Delta



the event the respondent elects to perform community

service lieu the civil penalty, he shall so advise the

Board in writing simultaneous with the return of this Order. He

then will be advised by the Bcard in writing the facilit#

where the community service to be performed and name the

person who will schedule, supervise, and report the Board

regard to the performance of the dental services .
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William Cinotti, D.D.S.
President
State Board of Dentistry

I have read and understand
the within Order and agree
to be bound by its terms.
Consent is hereby given
to th Board er this
orde
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Josdjh P rta e, D.D.S.
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DEIJAL EOARD LICENSEE >MO H>S BEZt; D:5cIPLI1;ED

A Jracrilioner whose license is suspecded
of lïcense wich or uithout prejudice has
shall conduct him/herseif as follovs.

or revoked or whose surresder
been accepted by the Boàrd

1) Pramptiy deliver to the Board the original license and curtent
biennial registration and, if authoriwed to prescribe drugs, the current
Stace and Federal Cantrolled Dangerous Substances registrations.

2) Desist and refrain from the practfce of the licensed profzssïon in
any focm elther aa princlpal or employee of another.

3) Inform each putïenc at
revcked or retired scacus
selected by a patient,
available the original or
to the new professional.
selecced. Such delivery
disclplïned practitioner
iawfully rendered.

L) Not occupy, share
practices the profession.

A

the time of 1ny inquiry of the *u* **>*t
of the lfcensee. %Y en a nev professional f,

the dïscipllned practitioner shall promptly make
a complete copy of the existing medicxl record
or to the patient if no nev professional is
of record does pot waive any right of the

to claim compensation earned for prior eervices

use offire space vhïch another licensee
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é) Cne dîsciplined ltcensee shail require that fcr a six-lonth peried folloving.
cn' e scarc of a suspensicn or revccation of llcense, a message be delivered to
:hcse zëlephcning che former office preaises advising former patient; vhere they
aay cscal'n cheir reccrds. The message uay inform callers that the practiee is
nov being condudcad sy (anocher) named licensee, and the nev telephone number of
thac lïcensee may be anncunced. The same ïnforzacïon shall be disaezinxte: by
aeans of a notice to be published at least once per Ionch for the same six àonth
pericd in a new'spaper cf general circulation in the geographïc vicinity in vhich
the prcfesstcnal praccice <as conducted.

9) Not share in any fee for professional servtces performed by any
other prcfessional followïng the suspension. revocation or surrender of
lïcense, but the practïtïoner =ay be compensazed for the reasonable
value of the services lawfully rendered a=d disbursemelts incurred ou
the patfeat's behalf prior to' the effeccive date of the suspenzion.
revocztïon or surrender.

1O) Zse of che professional prexises. The disciplined llcensee may
allow another licensee to use the office premises formerly occupied by
the disciplïned licensee on the following conditiona cnly:

(a) The new licensee shall conduct the practice in every respect
as hïs/her ovn practice fncluding bfllings, claim fcrxs, insuranee
prcvider numbers, celephcne numbers, etc.

(b) rne dïsciplïned lïcensee may accep: nc . portïon cf the fees for
professicaal services rendered by the new licensee, vhether. by

r. ercencage revenue, per capita patienc, or bg any other device or
design, however denominaced. The dïsciplined licensee Iay, however,
ccntract fcr or accepc pal=ent from the new licensee for rent (not
exceeding fahr aarket value) of the premïses and/or equipment.

(c) XJ use cf name of discipiined licensee perscnally ov=ed
cfffca naae cr tax- or prcvider identifiaacïzn nucber.
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1) Prcmpcly reuuire
and anv other professional
b'z the disctplïned licensee
thac the practitioner is a

ti s trv 17 n oot) d s tandda-n,c .* . . '

2) Promotlv require
accictcner's listinm tn7r - 

-

practicioner is a praccicing

any and al1 telephcne companïes Co retove the
anv telephone direccory indicating chac such
professional.

che publishers of any professicnal direczory
lisc in which such lïcensee's uame is kncvm
to appear, to recove any listing indtcating
lâcensee of the New Jersey Scate Buard of

13) l praccitioner u'hose practice privilages are affected by a Board
dïsciplinary Order shall. within 30 days after Ihe effectiwe date of the
Bcard Order, file with the Secretary of the Board a detatled affidavit
specïfyïng by correlaciveiy letcered and numbered paragraphs hc= such
person has fully co=plied vith thïs direccive. Tlqe aff'.davit shall aiso
seD fcrch the residence cr other address and teiephon: nuzber to vhïch
czamunicacions aay be dïrecced ta s'ach perscn. Any change in the
residence address er telephcne number shall be prJrpDi'-z reiorled tc the
Secrecarv. '


